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Fans who are inclined to spend a lot of time thinking about “what athletes owe them
as fans should also think about the corresponding obligations that fans might have as
fans. One who thinks only about what they are entitled to receive from their friends
without ever ?giving a moment’s thought to what they owe their friends ®is, to put it
mildly, not a very good friend. Similarly, fans who only think about what athletes owe
them without ever thinking about what they owe to athletes ® has failed to take the
fan/athlete relationship all that seriously. As in nearly every other area of human life,
whatever special rights fans may possess are EM by a corresponding set of
obligations, and fans who never think about how they can be better fans even as they

confidently opine about what athletes owe them are hardly fulfilling their end of the
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The concept of ecosystem states should be familiar to anyone with a home vegetable
garden. The garden is a small ecosystem @ that the grower attempts to keep in a
specific state, namely the maximization of fruit and vegetable production. To achieve
this, the grower is almost always gintervening in the dynamics of the ecosystem, they
remove unwanted plants that begin to grow and perhaps spray insecticides and
@ fencing off the patch to stop insects and other animals from ® consuming the
vegetables. Since maximizing vegetable growth is an ®inherently unstable state for the
ecosystem, the grower is effectively keeping the ball on a slope. If the grower stops
intervening, even for a day, the ecosystem, that small patch of ground, will naturally
begin to shift to a more stable state. Vegetables may still grow, but yield will almost
certainly be lower as other plants crowd out the vegetables and wildlife consume the

produce.
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Commitment is the glue “holding together characteristically human forms of social life.
Commitments make individuals’ behavior predictable in the face of fluctuations in their
desires and interests, thereby ? facilitated the planning and coordination of joint
actions involving multiple agents. Moreover, commitments make people willing ® to
perform actions @ that they would not otherwise perform. For example, a taxi driver
picks up his clients and transports them to their desired destination because they are
committed to paying him afterwards for the service, and a construction worker
performs her job every day because her employer has made a credible commitment to
pay her at the end of the month. Indeed, the taxi driver and the construction worker are
willing to accept money as payment only because a network of other agents (notably
the central bank) is committed to taking various measures to sustain the currency in
question. Thus, social objects and institutions such as jobs, money, government,
scientific collaborations and marriage depend for their origin and stability upon the

®credibility of commitments.
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